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Sin: a wide variety of images

Comes  into the  world in one  man, Adam.
Reigns  via  dea th, Rom 5.21.

Domina tes /ens laves  people , 6.12, 14; 
6.16-23.

Seen as  a  mas te r, 6.23.
A living be ing, a  guile ful enemy.

Se ts  up a  bridgehead w/i humanity, which 
is  impotent to s top it, 7.8-11.

A power tha t opposes  humanity.



Sin (cont.)

Individua l (but not Cartes ian: no 
mind/body split in Paul).

Re la tiona l and socia l.
Affects  inward s ta tes  and socia l contexts .

Afflicts  a ttitudes  and conduct.
Hamartia : miss ing the  mark.



Idolatries.
Illus ions .

Turn to one’s  own devices .
Preoccupa tion with the  flesh 

(sa rx, not soma).

Ens laves  persons , groups , communities .
Confines  them to a  cons triction of dea th



Death As a Power

Death as  more  neutra l. Rom 14.8, I Cor 
3.22.

Usua lly more  nega tive :
as  punishment due  to s inful humanity, 

Rom 1.32.
Associa ted with certa in s ins , 

Rom 1.29-31.



Death and the Flesh

Death results  from living in the  flesh
(Again: sa rx, not soma).

Flesh subject to s inful pass ions . 
A result of the  mindse t of the  flesh.

Rom 8.6.
Dea th, a  domina ting and nega ting 

power.
The  te rmina l end of the  corruptible .



Persons and corporate groups alike are 
caught in the  coercive  inte r-captivities  

of the  flesh and s in, 
and 

“dea th is  the  inescapable  end of this  
life .”

—J.D.G. Dunn



Elemental Spirits
Gal. 4.3  s laves  to the  e lementa l spirits  of the  

universe
Gal.4.9  how can you turn back to the  weak and 

beggarly spirits?
I COR 15.24-26  Then comes  the  end, when he  
hands  over the  kingdom to God the  Fa ther, a fte r 
he  has  des troyed every rule r [a rchon] and every 
authority [exous ia ] and power [dunamis]. For he  
mus t re ign until he  has  put a ll his  enemies  under 
his  fee t. The  las t enemy to be  des troyed is  dea th.



Principalities and powers

Rom. 8.38-39    I am convinced tha t 
ne ither dea th, nor life , nor ange ls , nor 

rule rs , nor things  present, nor things  to 
come, nor powers , nor he ight, nor depth, 

nor anything e lse  in a ll crea tion, will be  able  
to separa te  us  from the  love  of God in Chris t 

Jesus  our Lord. 



References in Other Passages 

But not a  part of Paul’s  authentic 
writings



Ephesians 6.12  for we are not contending 
aga ins t flesh and blood but aga ins t the  
principa lities , aga ins t the  powers , aga ins t the  
world rule rs  of this  present darkness , aga ins t the  
spiritua l hos ts  of wickedness  in the  heavenly 
places .



The elemental spirits of the cosmos
Polarities  in the  ancient world:

Earth and a ir
Fire  and water

The  e lementa l spirits  of the  cosmos
Polarities  in the  ancient world:

Earth and a ir
Fire  and water
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A cosmic, 
his torica l, act of 
God, not only 

disclosure , but a  
bas ic change  in 

rea lity.

A cosmic, 
his torica l,

act of God;
not only 

disclosure , 
but

a  bas ic 
change  in 

rea lity.



Dikaiosyne



Paul Rectifica tion
[a  be tte r 

trans la tion]

To se t right 
Jew and Gentile , 
male  and female  
s lave  and free .



Beverly 
Roberts  Gaventa



Beverly Gaventa :
 

“The  gospe l’s  
invas ion 

necessarily 
oblite ra tes  

worlds .”





The Faith of Christ

Richard B. Hays

Jus tifica tion by fa ith in Chris t. 
A mis trans la tion.

Richard B. Hays
Jus tifica tion by fa ith 

in Chris t: 
a  mis trans la tion.



1.  
2 . 

3.The faith OF Jesus Christ
Versus 

faith IN Jesus Christ.

The faith OF Jesus Christ
Vis a vis 

faith IN Jesus Christ.



"We ourselves, who are Jews by birth 
and not Gentile  s inners , ye t who know 
tha t a  man is  not jus tified [rectified] by 
works  of the  law but through fa ith in [or 

the  fa ith of] Jesus  Chris t,



even we have believed in Christ Jesus, 
in order to be  jus tified [rectified] by fa ith 

in [or the  fa ith of] Chris t and not by 
works  of the  law, because  by works  of 

the  law sha ll no one  be  jus tified 
[rectified].”  —Gal 2.15-16



Hays:
It is  "a  te rrible  and ironic blunder to 

read Paul as  though his  gospe l made  
redemption contingent upon our active  
deciding to dispose  ourse lves  toward 

God in a  particula r way.”

While  our response  is  important,



it is not "the precondition for receiving 
God's  bless ing; 

ins tead, 
it is  the  appropria te  mode  of response  
to a  bless ing a lready given in Chris t.”



Christ crucified 
and risen:

Victory over the  
powers  of this  

evil age .



A theology of 
deliverance , of 
libera tion from 

the  powers .

Atonement as  
victory over the  

powers .







Martyn on Paul

Not jus t the  usua l 
subs titutionary view of 

the  a tonement



Christ did become 
the  Law’s  curse  on 
our beha lf but “not 

s imply by taking 
onto himse lf a  

punishment due  
us  but



by embodying 
the  curse , 

in such a  way as  
to be , 

in his  crucifixion, 
victorious  over its  
ens laving power.”



To Recover 
a  

Challenge  
to the  

Powers  of 
the  New 
Crea tion





The New Creation

NowPublic

The  New Crea tion



The cross has ended the old age

NowPublic

The  Crucifixion of the  old cosmos .
The  cross  has  ended the  old age .



NowPublic

The Power of the  
Spirit 

opera tive  in the  
eccles ia  is                              

a  s ign of God’s  
new order. 



NowPublic

The role  of Jesus’ 
dea th as  a  means                     
of a tonement for 

s in” is  not 
emphas ized; 
ra ther, Paul 

highlights  Jesus’ 
role  as  

the  intia tor of a  
new apoca lyptic 

age .
—Richard Hays





Ecclesia
The Church: a  jus tiice  of the  common good.



Ecclesia
The Church: a  jus tiice  of the  common good.

Assembly
Antiquity: The  ga thering of 

Greek citizens  
to conduct its  a ffa irs .



Ecclesia

The Church: a  jus tiice  of the  common good.

A politics :
Alte rna tive  

to the  “present evil age”
Gal 1.4

Not conformed to the  world 
but transformed,

Romans  12



Ecclesia
The Church: a  jus tiice  of the  common good.

Freed from the  captivity of the  powers
Participa tion in Chris t

Partakes  of the  fa ith of Chris t
Free  to imita te  Chris t



Ecclesia
The Church: a  jus tiice  of the  common good.

Free  to be  obedient to God
Free  to be  ins truments  and s laves  of 

righteousness



Ecclesia
The Church: a  jus tiice  of the  common good.

Every member is  now “the  bearer of . . . 
a  manifes ta tion of the  Spirit for the  

common good” (1 Cor 12.7).



Ecclesia
The Church: a  jus tiice  of the  common good.

Those  who be long to the  Spirit 
a re  free  from the  power of the  flesh. 

Gal 5.16-19.



Ecclesia
The Church: a  jus tiice  of the  common good.

Major metaphor: the  Body of Chris t.
Many members , one  body, Rom 12.4-5.
Take  on Chris t as  if clothing, Gal 3.27.



Ecclesia
The Church: a  jus tiice  of the  common good.

His  Spirit is  in the ir hearts , 
Gal 4.6.

Chris t shapes  the ir life  in community, 
Gal 4.19.



Ecclesia
The Church: a  jus tiice  of the  common good.

Believers  be long comple te ly to Chris t 
who now rules  the  new crea tion, Gal 

5.25.



Ecclesia
The Church: a  jus tiice  of the  common good.

“For in the  one  Spirit we  were  a ll 
baptized into one  body—Jews or 

Greeks , s laves  or free—and we were  a ll 
made  to drink of one  Spirit.” 1 Cor 12:13



Ecclesia
The Church: a  jus tiice  of the  common good.

A charismatic community. 
Many diverse  gifts : complement and 

serve  the  body as  a  whole , Rom 
12:4–8 and 1 Cor 12:4–27.

13



Ecclesia
The Church: a  jus tiice  of the  common good.

Community crea ted by participa tion in 
the  Spirit.

Koinonia  grows  directly from a  common 
participa tion in the  one  Spirit





Already, Not Yet



I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time  are  not worth comparing 
with the  glory about to be  revea led to 
us . For the  crea tion waits  with eager 

longing for the  revea ling of the  children 
of God;

I cons ider tha t the  suffe rings  of this  
present time  are  not worth comparing 
with the  glory about to be  revea led to 
us . For the  crea tion waits  with eager 

longing for the  revea ling of the  children 
of God;



for the creation was subjected to futility, 
not of its  own will but by the  will of the  
one  who subjected it, in hope  tha t the  
crea tion itse lf will be  se t free  from its  
bondage  to decay and will obta in the  
freedom of the  glory of the  children of 

God.

for the  crea tion was  subjected to futility, 
not of its  own will but by the  will of the  
one  who subjected it, in hope  tha t the  
crea tion itse lf will be  se t free  from its  
bondage  to decay and will obta in the  
freedom of the  glory of the  children of 

God.



We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and not 
on ly th e  cre a t ion , b u t  we  ou rs e lve s , wh o h a ve  th e  firs t  fru it s  o f th e  Sp irit , g roa n  
in wa rd ly wh ile  we  wa it  fo r a d op t ion , th e  re d e m p t ion  of ou r b od ie s .

We  kn ow th a t  th e  wh ole  cre a t ion  
h a s  b e e n  g roa n in g  in  la b ou r p a in s  

u n t il n ow; a n d  n ot  on ly th e  
cre a t ion , b u t  we  ou rs e lve s , wh o 
h a ve  th e  firs t  fru it s  o f th e  Sp irit , 
g roa n  in wa rd ly wh ile  we  wa it  fo r 
a d op t ion , th e  re d e m p t ion  of ou r 

b od ie s , Rom  8 .1 8 -2 3 . 



We Live Between the Times

We Live  Between the  Times



Ariadne auf Naxos

Richard S trauss ’ Opera
Ariadne  auf Naxos

Indebted to William Cavanaugh
and

Doug Asbury 



The Plan
A tragedy
A comedy
Fireworks



Cast of Characters

The Cast of Characters
The richest man in Viennac

The composer of the tragedy
Ariadne



Zerbinetta  and her retinue of 
harlequins, nymphs, buffoons

The god Bacchus
FIREWORKS!



End
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