Deliverance
From Captivity
In The Gospel

of Paul:

Toward a
Justice of the

Common

Good

Tex Sample




n Paul
e and the
poOwers

&



The basic
human
condition
1S
enslavement

— .= .

& = i
- - -
x {'f:—-— S




THE POWERS

SIN
THE FLESH
DEATH
ELEMENTAL POWERS OF THE COSMOS



Sin: a wide variety of images

Comes mto the world m one man, Adam.
Reigns via death, Rom 5.21.
Dommates/enslaves people, 6.12, 14;
6.16-23.

Seen as a master, 6.23.

A living bemg, a guileful enemy.

Sets up a bridgehead w/1 humanity, which
1S impotent to stop 1t, 7.8-11.

A power that opposes humanity.



Sin (cont.)

Individual (but not Cartesian: no
mind/body spht m Paul).
Relational and social
flects mward states and social contexts.
Afflicts attitudes and conduct.
Hamartia: missing the mark.




|dolatries.
[llusions.

Turn to one’s own devices.
Preoccupation with the flesh
(sarx, not soma).

Enslaves persons, groups, communities.
Confines them to a constriction of death



Death As a Power

Death as more neutral. Rom 14.8, I Cor
3.22.
Usually more negative:
as punishment due to smful humanity,
Rom 1.32.
Associlated with certam sins,
Rom 1.29-31.



Death and the Flesh

Death results from hving in the flesh
(Again: sarx, not soma).
Flesh subject to smful passions.
Aresult of the mindset ofthe flesh.
Rom 8.6.

Death, a dommatng and negating
POWET.

The terminal end of the corruptible.



Persons and corporate groups alike are
caught m the coercive mter-captivitics
of the flesh and sin,
and
“death 1s the mescapable end of this
life .”

—J.D.G. Dunn



Elemental Spirits

Gal 4.3 slaves to the elemental spirits of the

universe

Gal.4.9 how can you turn back to the weak and

beggarly spirits ?
[ICOR 15.24-26 Then comes the end, when he
hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after
he has destroyed every ruler [archon] and every

authority [exousia] and power [dunamis]. For he

must reign until he has put all his enemies under
his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.




Principalities and powers

Rom. 8.38-39 Tam convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to

come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else i all creation, will be able
to separate us from the love 0of God m Christ
Jesus our Lord.




References in Other Passages

But not a part of Paul’s authentic
writings



Ephesians 6.12 for we are not contending
agamst flesh and blood but agamst the
principalitics, agamst the powers, against the
world rulers ofthis present darkness, against the
spiritual hosts of wickedness m the heavenly

places.










J. Louis
Martyn




The
Apocalypse
of
God in Christ

J. Louis Martyn




ﬂ* : A cosmic,
Sﬁ_u_mﬂ' H%:H_ff:w i Iﬂﬂﬂ &ﬁtlﬁﬂﬂ‘ !'?-:n_,u.ul historica ],
act of God;
not only
disclosure,
but
a basic
change m
re a lity.




Dikaiosyne




Rectification
la better
translation]

To set right
Jew and Gentile,
male and female

slave and free.
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Beverly Gaventa:

“The gospel’s
Invasion
necessarily
oblhiterates
worlds.”
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"We ourselves, who are Jews by birth
and not Gentile sinners, yet who know
that a man 1s not justified [rectificd] by
works ofthe law but through faith in [or

the faith of] Jesus Christ,




even we have believed in Christ Jesus,
in order to be justified [rectified] by faith
in [or the faith of] Christ and not by
works ofthe law, because by works of
the law shallno one be justified

[rectiied].” —Gal2.15-16




Hays:

It 1s "a terrible and ronic blunder to
read Paul as though his gospel made
redemption contingent upon our active
deciding to dispose ourselves toward

God m a particular way.”

While our response 1s important,



it is not "the precondition for receiving
God's blessing;
nstead,
it 1s the appropriate mode ofresponse
to a blessing already given n Christ.”



Christ crucified
and risen:

Victory over the
powers of this
evilage.




A theology of

deliverance, of

iberation from
the powers.

Atonement as
victory over the
POWETS.










Martyn on Paul

Not just the usual
substitutionary view of
the atonement




simply by taking
onto himself a
punishment due
us but




by embodying
the curse,

in such a way as
to be,

= victorious over 1ts
enslaving power.”




To Recover
a
Challenge
to the
Powers of
the New
Creation
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The Crucifixion of the old cosmos.
The cross has ended the old age.
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The role of Jesus’.
death as a means
of atonement for
sm’ 1S not
emphasized;
rather, Paul
highhghts Jesus’
role as
the mtiator of a l

new apocalyptic
age. )
—Richard Hays
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Assembly
iquity: The gathering
Greek citizens
to conduct 1ts affairs.




A politics:

Alternative

the ‘presentevil age’
Gall.4

ot conformed to the world

but transformed,

Romans 12
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I consider that the suffermgs of this
present time are not worth comparing
with the glory about to be revealed to
us. For the creation waits with eager

longmg for the revealing of the children

of God;



for the creation was subjected to futility,
not ofits own will but by the will of the
one who subjected it, mn hope that the
creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and will obtain the
freedom ofthe glory of the children of
God.



We know that the whole creation
has been groaning in labour pains
until now; and not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit,
groan mmwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our

bodies, Rom &8.18-23.






Richard Strauss’ Opera

Ariadne auf Naxos
Indebted to Wiliam Cavanaugh

and
Doug Asbury






The Cast of Characters
The richest man in Viennac
The composer of the tragedy
Ariadne



Zerbinetta and her retinue of
harlequins, nymphs, buffoons
The god Bacchus
FIREWORKS!
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