Blessing of the Animals
The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi
Opening Song: All Things Bright and Beautiful
Prayer

Let us pray. Source and sustainer of life, we cherish the myriad works of your hands. Water, earth, and sky are yours, as are all their inhabitants, wild and tame. We thank you for creatures that nourish and serve us, befriend, enrich, entertain, and protect us. May we, who are made in your image, care for them well. And may your groaning yet wondrous creation rally and thrive, revealing to all who come after us your wise, redemptive, transfiguring love; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
Reading: Genesis 1:1, 20-28

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth,  20And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky."  21So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good.  22God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth."  23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.


 24And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so.  25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.


 26Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."


 27So God created humankind in his image,


in the image of God he created them;


male and female he created them.

  28God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth."

Psalm 84:1-4

How lovely is your dwelling place,


O LORD of hosts!

  2My soul longs, indeed it faints


for the courts of the LORD;


my heart and my flesh sing for joy


to the living God.

  3Even the sparrow finds a home,


and the swallow a nest for herself,


where she may lay her young,


at your altars, O LORD of hosts,


my King and my God.

  4Happy are those who live in your house,


ever singing your praise.

Psalm 148 (Read responsively. The assembly reads the bold verses) 

   Praise the Lord! 

   Praise the Lord from the heavens;
       praise him in the heights! 
2 Praise him, all his angels;
       praise him, all his host! 

3 Praise him, sun and moon;
       praise him, all you shining stars! 
4 Praise him, you highest heavens,
       and you waters above the heavens! 

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
       for he commanded and they were created. 
6 He established them for ever and ever;
       he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.* 

7 Praise the Lord from the earth,
       you sea monsters and all deeps, 
8 fire and hail, snow and frost,
       stormy wind fulfilling his command! 

9 Mountains and all hills,
       fruit trees and all cedars! 
10 Wild animals and all cattle,
       creeping things and flying birds! 

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,
       princes and all rulers of the earth! 
12 Young men and women alike,
       old and young together! 

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
       for his name alone is exalted;
       his glory is above earth and heaven. 
14 He has raised up a horn for his people,
       praise for all his faithful,
       for the people of Israel who are close to him.
Praise the Lord! 

Blessing of the Pets

People of God, let us live gently alongside other living creatures and with the whole creation.

Let us pray. Maker and master of all that lives, your animals provide us with sources of food and clothing, guidance and rescue, income, companionship, research and medicine, recreation, and so much more. We ask your blessing on these entrusted to us (names may be spoken here), and we again pledge ourselves to their comfort and care.

Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray. 

Gracious Lord of love, we affirm our vital connection with all living creatures. Empower us to seek their welfare, intervening where needed, defending and tending your world with grace, compassion, and dignity. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Patient Lord of life, guide our choices so that we might safeguard habitats, ensuring, by your grace, that the mysteries and beauties of nature unfold for future generations. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Saving Lord of lords, your word foretells a day when the wolf will lie down with the lamb. Renew our vision for the peaceable kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Hear our prayers, gracious God, for the sake of Jesus, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
Closing Song : All Creatures Worship God Most High

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi  (Spoken in Unison)
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace;
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon:
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope
where there is darkness, light
where there is sadness, joy
O Divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood, as to understand;
to be loved, as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.
Amen.
Dismissal
