Blue Christmas Liturgy (Leader’s Edition)
+ +
Prelude                 



Opening Dialogue for Advent
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The Spirit and the church cry out:

Amen. Come,Lord Jesus.
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All those who await his ap -pear-ance pray: Amen. Come,Lord Jesus.
0
)4
4N
'\g\v hEd Py [ J & hEd P [ J 14

The whole cre - a - tion pleads:

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.





Thanksgiving for Light
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with  you.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you called light in - to being,
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and you set lights in the sky to govern night and day.
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In a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night
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you led your peo - ple in - to freedom.
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Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ; may your Word be
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a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for you are mer-ci - ful,
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and you love your whole cre-a-tion, and with all your crea-tures we give you glory,
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through your Son Je - sus Christ, in the unity of the Ho - ly Spirit,
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now and for - ev - er.





Hymn






                 Come now, O Prince of Peace, ELW #247
Prayer
Almighty God, gracious and loving parent, as we stand in the midst of the longest night of the year, we do so in the hope of the coming again of the Light of the world.  Fill our darkness with your light as we remember our loved ones who now rest in your care, and remind us always that one day we will all be united in your presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen    

First Reading  









     Isaiah 9:2-7 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;


those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 


on them light has shined.

  3You have multiplied the nation,


you have increased its joy;


they rejoice before you


as with joy at the harvest,


as people exult when dividing plunder.

  4For the yoke of their burden,


and the bar across their shoulders,


the rod of their oppressor,


you have broken as on the day of Midian.

  5For all the boots of the tramping warriors


and all the garments rolled in blood


shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

  6For a child has been born for us,


a son given to us;


authority rests upon his shoulders;


and he is named


Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,


Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

  7His authority shall grow continually,


and there shall be endless peace


for the throne of David and his kingdom.


He will establish and uphold it


with justice and with righteousness


from this time onward and forevermore.


The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this


Psalm 46 (Read Responsively)


God is our refuge and strength,


a very present help in trouble.

  2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,


though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;

  3though its waters roar and foam,


though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

Selah

  4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,


the holy habitation of the Most High.

  5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;


God will help it when the morning dawns.

  6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;


he utters his voice, the earth melts.

  7The LORD of hosts is with us;


the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Selah

  8Come, behold the works of the LORD;


see what desolations he has brought on the earth.

  9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;


he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;


he burns the shields with fire.

  10"Be still, and know that I am God!


I am exalted among the nations,


I am exalted in the earth."

  11The LORD of hosts is with us;


the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Selah

Second Reading






         
         Romans 8:31–35, 37–39
31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else?  33Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel










           John 1:1-5, 10-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He was in the beginning with God.  3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being  4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.


 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.  11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,  13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.


 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
Liturgy of Remembrance 
L
Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, who by your breath

 

gave us life, we glorify you

A
We Glorify you
L 
Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose from the grave



to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 

A 
We praise you. 

L 
Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, or sure confidence and everlasting



hope, we worship you. 

A 
We worship you. 
L 
O blessed Trinity, we come to you on this longest night of the year as your beloved children, children who are living with painful memories of loss.  As we are enveloped with darkness on this day, fill us with your light, console us with knowledge that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, and give us the strength in the promise that one day we all be united at the great banquet table which has no end.  Amen
(words of instruction) We now invite you in to a time of silent prayer and meditation.  If you feel moved, we welcome you to come and light a candle for any loved ones that you have lost in this past year.  

Let us pray, Compassionate God, give courage and faith to all who mourn, that they may have strength to meet the days ahead with steadfastness and patience; not as those who are without hope, but in thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and in the joyful expectation of eternal life in your presence, with those they love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.   
Prayers
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The assembly kneels or stands. The following litany or another form of the prayers may be sung or spoken.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us | pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us | pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us | pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share, and for peaceful times, let us | pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protection in this and every place, let us | pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering, and for those who are in captivity, let us | pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us | pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For all servants of the church, for this assembly, and for all people who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us | pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

A time of silence follows.
Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the communion of all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to you,
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through Christ our Lord. To you, Lord.
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The Lord’s Prayer
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Closing Hymn




              O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, ELW #257
Blessing

L
The Word became flesh and lived among us, 


A 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

L 
May the blessing of Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, bless you and fill you with light and peace. 


A 
Amen
Copyrights: Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Parts of the introduction of this service are taken from Sundays and Seasons, Copyright © 2010 Augsburg  Fortress.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved; Psalmody: Augsburg Fortress Copyright © 2009. Used by Permission. Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgy License #22252; Prayers, hymns and service music under Onelicense.net #A-705083. All rights reserved. 

Notes on the service: 

The service should take place in a smaller worship space.  Preferably, it should a space where seating can be arranged in the round, so that the focal point of the space can be either the Advent wreath, a Christ candle or a cross surrounded by many candles.  The item chosen to be the focal point should be placed in a table large enough that it can be surrounded by many votives or tea lights for those gathered to light during the Liturgy of Remembrance.  The space should be dimly lit so as to give a visual of Christ’s light overcoming the darkness that comes with loss and mourning.

During the Liturgy of Remembrance and the time of meditation , quiet music should be played.  This could either be an Advent or Christmas hymn played softly on the piano, or recorded music.  The music chosen should be conducive to a time of prayer, yet not be so somber as to detract from the joy of the promise that Christ’s light overcomes the darkness that we feel at times.  

Reading Suggestions: 

Psalm 27

Psalm 46

Psalm 121

Isaiah 9:2-7

Isaiah 25:6-9

Isaiah 40:1-11

Isaiah 40:28-31

Isaiah 43:1-3a

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18

Jonah 3:10-4:5, 11

Matthew 5:14-16

Matthew 11:28-30

Luke 23:33-43

John 1:1-5, 10-14

John 8:12

Romans 8:31-35, 37-39

Ephesians 1:11-23

Ephesians 2:1-10

I John 3:1-3

Revelation 7:9-17

Revelation 21:1-6a   

Opening
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah, ELW 240

Creator of the Stars of Night, ELW 245

O come, O come, Emmanuel ELW 257

Come, thou long-expected Jesus ELW 254

My faith looks up to thee ELW 759

Come now, O Prince of peace ELW 247

 Around the Prayers
Wait for the Lord ELW 262

Healer of our every ill (refrain) ELW 612

Hear our prayer ELW 178

O Lord, hear my prayer ELW 751

The Spirit intercedes for us ELW 180

Other Hymns and Songs
Lost in the night ELW 243

Savior of the Nations, Come ELW 263

Each winter as the year grows older ELW 252

Unexpected and mysterious ELW 258

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright ELW 308

How small our span of life ELW 636

I heard the voice of Jesus say ELW 611

Healer of our every ill ELW 612

Just a Closer Walk with Thee ELW 697

In Deepest Night ELW 699

When Pain of the World Surrounds us ELW 704

Christ be our Light ELW 715

Closing
As the dark awaits the dawn ELW 261

The King shall come ELW 260

Silent night, holy night! ELW 281

Abide with me ELW 629

Precious Lord, take my hand ELW 773
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