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In the Northern Hemisphere, December 21 is the longest night, the winter solstice, which means “standing still.”  According to tradition, it is said that nature and all her creatures stop and hold their breath to see if the sun will turn back from its wanderings. 
As Christians, this time of year is filled with the anticipation of the celebration of Christ’ birth, though for those who are missing loved ones, this season of light is often filled with darkness.  And so we gather together, to mourn loss together and to celebrate the Light of the World, whose light overcomes the darkness of our hearts.  
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We Gather

Prelude                 



Opening Dialogue for Advent
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Thanksgiving for Light
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Hymn






                 Come now, O Prince of Peace, ELW #247
Prayer
We Remember

First Reading  









     Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 46 (Read Responsively)


God is our refuge and strength,


a very present help in trouble.

  2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,


though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;

  3though its waters roar and foam,


though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

Selah

  4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,


the holy habitation of the Most High.

  5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;


God will help it when the morning dawns.

  6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;


he utters his voice, the earth melts.

  7The LORD of hosts is with us;


the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Selah

  8Come, behold the works of the LORD;


see what desolations he has brought on the earth.

  9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;


he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;


he burns the shields with fire.

  10"Be still, and know that I am God!


I am exalted among the nations,


I am exalted in the earth."

  11The LORD of hosts is with us;


the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Selah

Second Reading






         
         Romans 8:31–35, 37–39
Gospel










           John 1:1-5, 10-14
Liturgy of Remembrance 

L
Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, who by your breath

 


gave us life, we glorify you


A
We Glorify you

L 
Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 


A 
We praise you. 


L 
Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, or sure confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 


A 
We worship you. 

L 
O blessed Trinity…great banquet table which has no end.  Amen
We now invite you in to a time of silent prayer and meditation.  If you feel moved, we welcome you to come and light a candle for any losses you may have experienced. May the lighting of these candles signify Christ’s light shining in the darkness. 

L  Let us pray, Compassionate God…our Savior and Lord. Amen.   

Prayers
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The Lord’s Prayer
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We Are Sent

Closing Hymn




              O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, ELW #257
Blessing

L
The Word became flesh and lived among us, 


A 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

L 
May the blessing of Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, bless you and fill you with light and peace. 


A 
Amen
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