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The animals of God's creation inhabit the skies, the earth, and the sea. They share in the fortunes of human existence and have part in human life. God who confers his gifts on all living things, has often used the service of animals or made them symbolic reminders of the gifts of salvation.


Animals were saved from the flood and afterwards made a part of the covenant with Noah (Genesis 9:9-10). The paschal lamb brings to mind the Passover sacrifice and the deliverance from the bondage of Egypt (Exodus 12:3-14); a giant fish saved Jonah (Jonah 2:1-11); ravens brought bread to Elijah (1Kings 17:6); animals were included in the repentance enjoined on humans (Jonah 3:7).  We welcome all as we celebrate the richness pets add to our lives
Blessing of the Animals

WELCOME

GATHERING

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen
READING



         Genesis 1: 20-26  

PSALM 104 (adapted)

P: You stretch out the heavens like a tent. You set the earth on its foundation.

C: O LORD, HOW GREAT ARE YOUR WORKS

P: You make springs gust forth in valleys and give drink to every animal.  You plant trees where birds may build their nests and cause grass to grow for the cattle and plants for people to use.

C: O LORD, HOW GREAT ARE YOUR WORKS

P: You open your hand and give all creatures their food in good season.

C: O LORD, HOW GREAT ARE YOUR WORKS 

BLESSING 

P: We have come together to acknowledge with gratitude the goodness of God in all creation and to seek God’s blessing on the animals that are our companions in life.

THE BLESSING OF EACH PET (INDIVIDUALLY)

P: N(Pet)., may God Creator bless you and keep you through all the days of your life, and may you and N. (the owner) enjoy life together with our God. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P: Let us pray for the creation, for ourselves, and for all creatures.

C: We give you thanks, O God!
P: We give thanks, O God, for all creatures great and small and especially for the animals that are your daily instruments of blessing in our lives.  Even as you demonstrate care for us, also move us to demonstrate care for these creatures, knowing that in so doing, we are privileged.

C: We give you thanks, O God! Amen.

HYMN
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   AMEN.

SENDING

P: May God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, use us as instruments of blessing for all creatures, great and small.
C: AMEN. May it be so.

Pet Blessing Service





Date and Time








