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The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi
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Opening Song
                          All Things Bright and Beautiful
Prayer

Psalm 84:1-4  (Spoken in unison)
  1How lovely is your dwelling place,


O LORD of hosts!

  2My soul longs, indeed it faints


for the courts of the LORD;


my heart and my flesh sing for joy


to the living God.

  3Even the sparrow finds a home,


and the swallow a nest for herself,


where she may lay her young,


at your altars, O LORD of hosts,


my King and my God.

  4Happy are those who live in your house,


ever singing your praise.

Reading




   Genesis 1:1, 20-28

Psalm 148 (Read responsively. The assembly reads the bold verses) 

 1 Praise the Lord! 

   Praise the Lord from the heavens;
       praise him in the heights! 
2 Praise him, all his angels;
       praise him, all his host! 

3 Praise him, sun and moon;
       praise him, all you shining stars! 
4 Praise him, you highest heavens,
       and you waters above the heavens! 

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
       for he commanded and they were created. 
6 He established them for ever and ever;
       he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.* 

7 Praise the Lord from the earth,
       you sea monsters and all deeps, 
8 fire and hail, snow and frost,
       stormy wind fulfilling his command! 

9 Mountains and all hills,
       fruit trees and all cedars! 
10 Wild animals and all cattle,
       creeping things and flying birds! 

11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,
       princes and all rulers of the earth! 
12 Young men and women alike,
       old and young together! 

13 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
       for his name alone is exalted;
       his glory is above earth and heaven. 
14 He has raised up a horn for his people,
       praise for all his faithful,
       for the people of Israel who are close to him.
    Praise the Lord! 

Blessing of the Animals (The assembly forms a circle. The pastor will move around the circle blessing each animal and owner in turn.)
Prayers of Intercession

Closing Song                                All Creatures Worship God Most High
Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi  (Spoken in unison)
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace;
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon:
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope
where there is darkness, light
where there is sadness, joy
O Divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood, as to understand;
to be loved, as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.
Amen.
Blessing and Dismissal
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church, died 1226
Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to serve poor people. He formed the Order of Friars Minor (called Franciscans), who took on poverty and the task of preaching "using words if necessary." Francis had a spirit of gratitude for all of God's creation.
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