P: Sisters and brothers in Christ, God has gathered us together this morning to equip us for ministry.  In the hearing of God’s Word and at his holy table, we have been nourished for our daily journey.  As we approach the beginning of another school year, some in our community are preparing for their vocation as students; others are preparing for their vocation as teachers; others in our community are preparing for their vocations as school nurse, mentor, PTA volunteer, and other support positions.  Today we seek God’s blessing on all those who exercise the gifts God has given them within a school setting.

Will all those who will be students please come forward for a blessing?  And will all those who work or volunteer in our schools please come forward for a blessing as well?
A reading from Ecclesiastes 8: “Who is like the wise [one]?  And who knows the interpretation of a thing?  Wisdom makes one’s face shine, and the hardness of one’s countenance is changed.”

From Acts 8: “Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. [Philip] asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ 31He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.”

Scripture tells us that the pursuit of knowledge can be a holy vocation.  In your years of studies and in your support of students, you are doing holy work.  As you prepare for a new school year, let us ask for God’s blessing.
[Form a circle with me on the steps]
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Almighty God, you give wisdom and knowledge.  Grant teachers and other support staff including volunteers the gifts of joy and insight.  Grant students the gifts of diligence and openness, that all may grow in what is good and honest and true.  Support all who teach and all who learn, that together we may know and follow your ways; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
