P: Sisters and brothers in Christ, God has gathered us together this morning to equip us for ministry.  In the hearing of God’s Word and at his holy table, we have been nourished for our daily journey.  As we approach the end of another school year, some in our community are preparing for big changes in their vocation, in the place where God has called them, as they prepare for a graduation.  Today we seek God’s blessing on all graduates.

Will all those who are graduating this spring please come forward for a blessing?
And now, will all those who supported these people in their vocation as students please come forward to help bless them — parents, grandparents, godparents, Sunday School and Vacation Bible School teachers, tutors, and anyone else who helped or encouraged these young people in their lives as students.
A reading from Proverbs 3: “Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding, for her income is better than silver, and her revenue better than gold. She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her. The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding he established the heavens; by his knowledge the deeps broke open, and the clouds drop down the dew.”

From Acts 8: “Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. [Philip] asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ 31He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.”

Scripture tells us that the pursuit of knowledge can be a holy vocation.  During your years of studies, you have been doing holy work.  As you prepare to leave one school behind, let us ask God’s blessings on the next phase of your life.
And so, would all of the support people lay hands upon our graduates?  And if you can’t reach a graduate directly, you can place your hand on the shoulder of the person in front of you.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Eternal God, in you we live, and move, and have our being.  In your will we find our purpose, and in your wisdom, we find our joy.

Bless these graduates who have completed one course of study and now begin a new part of their lives.  Let them not be troubled about the past nor anxious about the future, but let them be concerned about the moment they must now live.

Strengthen their faith and ease their fears that they may courageously follow your Spirit and live fully the life you give them.  When doubt and confusion about their purpose surround them, light their way and give them peace in your plan for them.
Let them use the gifts they have received in their studies that they may become a blessing for the world.  And when each day is ended, give them delight in knowing that the good work you have begun in them shall come to completion in you.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
