Blessing of the Thanksgiving Baskets

Will those who coordinated the baskets, those who contributed items, and those who will take part in delivering our Thanksgiving baskets please come forward (with the baskets).

Hear a reading from the book of Exodus: “When [the woman] could hide [her baby] no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. . . . The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river. . . . She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it.  When she opened it, she saw the child.”

And a reading from the 6th chapter of John: “When they were satisfied, [Jesus] told his disciples, ‘Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.’  So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets.”

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, it is God’s intention that none of God’s children be lost.  God has long used baskets in caring for God’s people, whether it be the baby Moses floating in a basket or the baskets involved in Jesus’ feeding the 5000.  Today, we dedicate these baskets to their holy purpose, that they may provide a holiday meal to our neighbors in need.  I invite you to lay your hands in blessing on a basket as we pray.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Compassionate God, We thank you for teaching us your ways of mercy, that we may be instruments of your love in this world.  Bless these baskets of food with Your grace.  As you used five barley loaves and two fish to feed a multitude, so may you use this meal to bless the family that receives it.  As you used a basket to save Moses from death, so may you use this basket to save its recipients from despair.  In Jesus’ holy name we pray.  Amen.
