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Earn $300 for yourself 
Help your organization save money 
Because the ELCA Board of Pensions wants to help its plan members toward 
greater wellness, it is paying ELCA-primary health plan members to take the 
confidential Mayo Clinic Health Risk Assessment and to pursue health improve-
ment activities.  

Take these steps and the Board of Pensions will credit up to $300 into your per-
sonal wellness account (defined legally as a health reimbursement arrangement). 
If your spouse is covered by the ELCA health plan and participates, you'll get 
another $300 credit. All you (and your spouse) have to do is learn more about 
your health and try to become healthier. 

But there’s more. If 75% or more of the members and spouses receiving ELCA-
primary coverage in our organization take the health risk assessment, our organi-
zation will receive a 2% discount on health plan contributions for 2008. This dis-
count applies starting the month after we reach the 75% goal. Bottom line: the 
earlier we reach 75%, the earlier we'll start paying discounted 2008 health contri-
butions. 

So, let’s get on board and take the health risk assessment. Remember, the Mayo 
Clinic health risk assessment is confidential. The Board of Pensions will not 
share employees’ personal health risk assessment results or participation informa-
tion with your employer. 

Log on to EmbodyHealth at www.elcaforwellness.org 

5th Annual Sunday Scientist Symposium 
 

Food & Faith: Making the 
Connection 

exploring the relationships among science, food, and spirituality 
 

Faith Lutheran Church, Clive, Iowa  
October 31 - November 2, 2008 

 
http://archive.elca.org/faithandscience/sundayscientist  

was Chapman, Kansas, population 
1200, which suffered most of the dam-
age, taking a direct hit to the town. On 
Friday evening I met with members of 
the congregation and PMA Amy 
Truhe. The building of Scherer Memo-
rial Lutheran Church suffered exten-
sive damage and whether the building 
can be saved is not known at this time.  
The town also lost all three of its fine 
schools and many, many homes. The 
lives of many people have been drasti-
cally altered for a long time to come.  
Let us pray God’s comfort, strength 
and peace for all affected. For pictures 
and updates on disaster response, 
please visit the synod website: 
www.css-elca.org. 

In the midst of disasters by flooding 
and wind, Lutheran Disaster Response 
has been at work. Your ongoing prayer 
and financial support and volunteer 
help is greatly needed, here in the terri-
tory of this synod and throughout the 
Church. 

(Bishop continued from page 1) 

Camp Tomah Shinga 
Quilt Auction  
Saturday, July 12, 2008  
Quilts on display at 9 a.m. 
Live auction begins at 10 a.m. 
Barbeque lunch at 11:30 
Tours available throughout the day 
Bring the family and come for a 
day of fun and excitement!  
Quilts are donated from individuals 
and congregations across the Cen-
tral States Synod, and will sell for 
$30 - $1,000+! So, bring your bid-
ding arms and generous spirit!  
All proceeds from the event will 
support the programs of Camp 
Tomah Shinga.  
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Update on Kansas tornados 
On Wednesday night, June 11 tornados swept through 
central Kansas. Chapman, Manhattan and Soldier were 
most significantly impacted by the storm. For continuing  
information visit: www.css-elca.org/disaster.html.  

Chapman 
Scherer Memorial Lutheran Church in Chapman was in 
the direct path. Thankfully, the members of Scherer were 
for the most part spared of major damage. However the 
church facility and parsonage did not fare as well. At 
present, the damage assessment is underway. 

Manhattan 
Areas of Manhattan were severely damaged, including 
the K-State campus, as were homes of some members of 
First Lutheran Church — one totally destroyed, and sev-
eral with considerable damage.  

Soldier 
One of the members of New Hope Lutheran Church in 
Onaga, who lives in Soldier, lost two barns and had ex-
tensive damage to farm equipment, but their home and 
family are fine. 

How can you help? 
PRAY: Please keep all who have been affected in your 
prayers. 

DONATE: A fund has been established for “Kansas Tor-
nado—611” that will benefit all of the areas effected by 
June 11 tornado. Contributions may be sent to: 

Central States Synod, ELCA 
Kansas Tornado—611 
3210 Michigan Ave., Ste. 400 
Kansas City, MO  64109 

VOLUNTEER: A Volunteer Command Center has been 
set up through United Way — Dial 211 if calling within 
Kansas, other states dial 888-413-4327.  

ELCA Bishop Calls for Prayer, 
Action Concerning Domestic 
Disasters 
ELCA NEWS SERVICE — June 20, 2008 
 
CHICAGO (ELCA) -- The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, presiding 
bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA), asked the 4.8 million-member church to join him 
in “prayer and action” for people facing adversity this 
spring after tornadoes and floods struck the central United 
States and the humanitarian crisis following an immigration 
raid in Postville, Iowa. 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents ar-
rested about 390 workers May 12 at a meat processing plant 
in Postville, making the raid the largest at a single location 
in U.S. history. 

“With a swiftness that we could not have imagined only 
weeks ago, the waters have brought chaos to a large area of 
the central United States,” Hanson wrote in a June 20 letter 
to members of the ELCA. 

“Tornadoes have caused fatalities in 15 states, and at least 
11 synods” of the ELCA’s 65 synods are “involved in relief 
operations with ELCA Domestic Disaster Response, an 
unprecedented number in our history,” wrote Hanson. He 
cited also the flooding that is moving south along the Mis-
sissippi River valley. 

Hanson asked members of the church to “pray for all who 
are facing adversity, including the hidden challenges that 
seep in after media attention leaves; the destruction of this 
year’s crop and the productivity of cropland for years to 
come; the loss of homes and neighborhoods; the severing of 
ties from each other and histories in particular places; and 
the troubling emotions and thoughts that erode confidence 
and faith.  Pray that God’s Spirit sustain them in the hope of 
God's faithfulness, shown to us in Jesus Christ.” 

The ELCA has issued a Disaster Alert outlining ways mem-
bers of the church can participate in recovery from the 
floods and tornadoes. 

“Please join me in an outpouring of love that is equal not 
only to the depth of the waters, but even more to the full-
ness of Jesus’ life in us and to the Spirit’s renewing work in 
the world,” said Hanson. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

The full text of Hanson's letter is available at http://
archive.ELCA.org/bishop/messages/m_080620.html 

For information contact: John Brooks, Director (773) 380-
2958 or news@elca.org http://www.elca.org/news ELCA 
News Blog: http://www.elca.org/news/blog 

NAVE OF SCHERER MEMORIAL LUTHERAN , CHAPMAN, KAN. 
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Winter coats and outer garments 
    for boys and girls 
Shoes for boys and girls 
Educational toys 
Books 
Baby food 
Long sleeve shirts and pants for 
    boys and girls 
Undergarments 
Paper towels 
Brushes and combs 
Anti-bacterial hand soap 
Toddler toothpaste 
Wal-Mart gift cards 
Sam’s Club gift cards 
Paper products (napkins/plates) 
Canned fruits, vegetables and 
    soups 
Band-aids 
Lice treatment shampoo 

Central States Women’s news 
BY IRIS TURNBULL, PRESIDENT 

There is no shortage of causes that need support, 
whether it is by volunteering, in kind offerings, 
monetary donations or through prayer. Each year 
the Central States Women of the ELCA, choose a 
benefactor from the local area for in-kind offerings at 
our convention. When we gather in Springfield, Mo. July 25-27, we will be 
supporting Isabel’s House. 
To paraphrase the mission and goal of Isabel's House, it is the crisis 
nursery of the Ozarks, providing immediate refuge for children, ages birth 
to12 whose families are in crisis. They partner with families and the com-
munity, with the aim to strengthen families and prevent abuse and ne-
glect. Providing support, education and training to the caregivers of the 
children they serve is an important part of their mission. 
If you choose to embrace this cause, talk with the women of your congre-
gation, see who is headed to Springfield, and help fill their vehicle with in 
kind donations for Isabel’s House. Items needed include: 
 
 Diapers - sizes 4 & 5 (or XL)  
 Pajamas    
 Puzzles     
 Educational video games  
 Baby formula     
 Bibs     
 Socks     
 Kleenex    
 Toilet paper    
 Children’s toothbrushes   
 Small tubes toothpaste   
 Gas gift cards    
 Target gift cards   
 Spill proof cups    
 Dishwashing detergent   
 Boxed foods    
 “Safety First” brand night lights  
 
 
 

They ask that fragrance free and sensitive formula products 
are donated whenever possible. 

 
To find out more about Isabel’s House go to www.isabelshouse.org. 

People of Faith Gathering 
to Explore  
Children in Poverty 
SPONSORED BY: KANSAS ECUMENICAL 
MINISTRIES 

October 25, 2008 
St. Paul’s United Methodist  
1356 Broadway, Wichita Kansas 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. (registration at 9:30) 
Cost: $20 for 1st person—$15 for 
any additional registrations 

Program will feature Dr. Pamela Cou-
ture, St. Paul’s Seminary, Kansas 
City. Her latest book is Child Pov-
erty: Love, Justice, & Social Respon-
sibility. Recently, the Seminary 
wrote:  “Pamela Couture has been a 
passionate, informed, and insightful 
advocate for placing children and 
poverty at the top of our ministry 
agenda. In this book she shows us the 
alarming condition of children around 
the world which is so often invisible 
even to the church, and the myriad 
and complex circumstances that cre-
ate those conditions. Yet this is a 
most hopeful book, both recounting 
the many creative and effective min-
istries that are occurring, and, even 
more deeply, directing us to faith in a 
God who has particular concerns for 
the most vulnerable among us.” The 
book will be available for purchase at 
the Gathering. 

Lunch will include a presentation and 
dialogue with a representative from 
SRS, and will be followed by three 
workshops:  

1. After School “Church” — a pro-
gram that is more than just custo-
dial care 

2. Community Health Program — 
meeting the health needs of those 
living in your community 

3. Children in Crisis — helping 
children cope with the many 
losses they face 

More information and a download-
able flyer is available at www.css-
elca.org/workshops.html  
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Around the synod . . . 

POSITION OPENING 
Part-Time Youth Director Search 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Olathe 
(SW Suburban Kansas City) is search-
ing for a half-time Youth Director to 
work with our Elementary, Jr. and Sr. 
High youth.    Our hope is to find a 
candidate who will work well with 
youth, parents and the congregation in 
the planning and implementing of so-
cial, service and faith study events 
throughout the year. 
For more information, contact Pr.  Kris 
Dietzen at St. Mark,  913. 746.4496  or 
pastorkris@stmarksolathe.org 

‘Vital congregations: Just Communities’ 
An initiative of Central States Synod with Communities Creat-
ing Opportunity — August 14-16, 2008 — Kansas City, Kan. 
This training will explore the core teachings of congregation based com-
munity organizing and the Lutheran theology and traditions that inform it. 
The hoped for outcome is a deepening of leadership for public engage-
ment and congregational leader development that is paralleled in the 20 
other synods across the E.L.C.A. hosting similar trainings. For more infor-
mation and to download a flyer, visit: www.css-elca.org/workshops.html. 

 
‘Celebrating Rural Life’ 
July 16 - 19 -- Midland Lutheran College, Fremont, Neb. 
We are pleased to feature keynote speaker – Dr. Harry Wendt, (President 
and Founder of Crossways International) a renowned Bible scholar, au-
thor, and dynamic speaker. This annual gathering provides concrete mod-
els of hope –workshops are centered around this theme and include: 
youth ministry, transformational ministry, clergy stress and burnout, multi-
cultural ministry, rural and small town evangelism and much, much more.  

For more information please call: 800-638-3522 ext. 6556 or email Ka-
tie.Tippins@elca.org. Co-hosted by The Nebraska Synod and the ELCA 
Rural Ministry Office. 

 

Revival in Jeff City 
BY CARLA HOLSTE, PRAYER LEADER — OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Do you sometimes feel like you are in a rut? Or that your congregation is 
in a rut? Do you find it difficult to get the members of your church excited 
about new ideas? Perhaps what you really need is a spiritual revival! To-
day – God is hearing your cry for spiritual renewal! Today – you and your 
church members are being invited to an opportunity to receive the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
On August 22-23, 2008 Our Savior’s Lutheran Church [Jefferson City, 
Mo.] will be hosting a Revival. Yep, that’s right, I said a revival. We know 
that our Lutheran theology offers grace and salvation, but we do not 
spend much time focused on the gifts of the Spirit. This is an opportunity 
to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit! God has such a tremendous desire 
to shower us with blessings, we just need to open our hearts, our eyes, 
our ears and our minds to receive them! The Spirit gives us the power to 
receive God’s deepest desires for us. 
 
We are asking you to join with us in planning for and participating in this 
unique and exciting opportunity for revival, renewal and deepening of our 
faith. One of the ELCA Revivalists, Anthony Chatman from Oklahoma, will 
be our featured speaker. We will have workshops, worship times, times 
for personal prayer and general fellowship. If you would like your congre-
gation to join with us in this Spiritual Revival – please contact either Pas-
tor Scott Musselman at 573.636.2609 or me via email at ibgrace-
ful@earthlink.net. We would love to have you join us and receive God’s 
blessings! 
 
 

 

Coming up at Hollis 
Renewal Center 
Mark your calendar! 
 
Hollis Art Fair, August 24, 
Noon to 5 p.m. 
Over a dozen artists participate 
in an interactive art fair. 

Fall Celebration, October 
19, 5 to 8 p.m. 
Annual fund-raiser for Hollis 
featuring: live music, live auc-
tion, homemade pies, chili cook 
off and concluding with Holden 
Evening Prayer.  We are look-
ing for chili cookers, donations 
to the live auction and pie bak-
ers for a selection of home-
made pies for guests to enjoy. 
Contact us if you can help. 

Hollis Hike-A-Thon, TBD 

Hollis Golf Benefit, Friday, 
October 10. 
For more information call Hollis 
at (913) 441-0451 or visit 
www.holliscenter.org. 
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SYNOD CALENDAR 
 

July 
4 Office Closed — Independence Day 
12  Quilt Auction — Camp Tomah Shinga 
16-19 Celebrating Rural Life — Fremont, NE 
17-20 Sr. High Youth Event — KCMO 
17-20 Global Mission Event — LaCrosse WI 
25-27 Central States Women Convention, Springfield MO 
 

August 
14-16 Vital Congregations: Just Communities, KCMO 
22 Synod Council Executive Committee — HTC* 
22-23 Candidacy Retreat — KCKS 
24 Hollis Renewal Center Art Fair — Bonner Springs KS 
 
 

 * Harold Thomas Center — Synod Office 

Parishes in the Call Process 
(a) intentional interim/interim 
(b) developing congregational profile 
(c) interview phase 
(d) call pending 
 
 

Area Ministry 2 
Great Bend, Trinity—associate (c) 
Hays, Trinity (b) 
Osborne, Faith (c) 
Seeds of Faith Parish (c) 
 

Area Ministry 3 
Mankato, Evangelical (b) 
McPherson, Trinity (a) 
 
 

Area Ministry 5 
Hutchinson, Emanuel—associate (c) 
Wichita, Lord of Life (a) 
Wichita, Reformation (d) 
 

Area Ministry 6 
Rock Port, First (a) 
Upper Wolfe, Robinson & 
 Zion, Everest (a) 
 

Area Ministry 7 
Belton, Lord of Love (b) 
Independence, Abiding Savior (a) 
Kansas City, St. James (a) 
Lawrence, Good Shepherd (d) 
Lawrence, Trinity—associate (b) 
Lee’s Summit, Martin Luther (a) 
Lenexa, Salem (a) 
Prairie Village, Faith (b) 
Raytown, Blue Ridge Trinity (a) 
 

Area Ministry 8 
Joplin, Peace (a) 
 

Area Ministry 9 
Cole Camp, St. Paul (a) 
 

Area Ministry 10 
Florissant, Atonement—associate for  
 pastoral care (c) 
Kirkwood, Trinity (a) 
St. Peter’s, Christ the King (c) 

Praying for one another … 
Please include these in your congregational prayer petitions.  

JULY 6: Trinity, Kirkwood MO; Living Lord, Lake St. Louis MO; Good 
Shepherd, Lawrence KS; Trinity, Lawrence KS 

JULY 13: Good Shepherd, Liberal KS; Olsburg-Walsburg Parish, Ols-
burg & Leonardville KS; Martin Luther, Lee’s Summit MO 

JULY 20: Hosanna, Liberty MO; Denmark, Lincoln KS; Bethany, Linds-
borg KS; Freemount, Lindsborg KS 

JULY 27: Messiah, Lindsborg; St. Paul, Lohman MO; Gloria Dei, Lucas 
KS; Good Shepherd, Manchester MO 

Why haven’t you taken the HRA? 
HRA Myth #3: I don’t have my numbers. 
 
Have you been in for annual check-ups? If yes, don’t put off taking the 
Mayo Clinic Health Risk Assessment. Call the clinic and ask for your 
numbers. If you haven’t had one of the tests done and don’t have that 
number, don’t worry. Take the HRA now, choose the “I don’t know” re-
sponse, and ask at your next checkup if the test is appropriate for you.  
 
Now, if you haven’t been in for an annual checkup in the last year, 2008 
is definitely the year to put your preventive medical benefit to work. 
Schedule an exam — at no cost to you — and then take the HRA. 
 
Learn more at www.elcabop.org. 
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Is Jesus in your will? 
 
Review this simple checklist and find out if Lutheran Planned Giving can 
be of help to you. 
 
□ Yes  □ No  Do you have a current will or living trust?  When did you 

last review it? 
 
□ Yes  □ No Does your will name a guardian for your minor children? 
 
□ Yes  □ No  Does your spouse/life partner has a will? 
 
□ Yes  □ No  Is the personal representative of your estate willing and 

able to serve? 
 
□ Yes  □ No  Do you wish to support ministries beyond your life? 
 
□ Yes  □ No  Have you considered charitable gifts, like gift annuities 

and charitable trusts, that will provide you with lifetime 
payments, then benefit ministries after your death? 

 
□ Yes  □ No Are you taking advantage of the marital deduction to 

which you may be entitled? 
 
□ Yes  □ No Do you have a durable power of attorney? 
 
□ Yes  □ No Does your congregation have an endowment fund? 
 

If you answered “no” to any of the above questions, but would like 
to learn more about how you can be a witness to your faith through 
planned giving, contact Joyce “JP” Palmer, Director of ELCA Lu-
theran Planned Giving.  She can coordinate a personal visit to you or 
work with your congregation to broaden congregational mission out-
reach. 

Lutheran Planned Giving 
Arkansas-Oklahoma & Central States Synod 

June 2008 

Lutheran Planned Giving 
Joyce "JP" Palmer 

Director/ELCA Regional Gift Planner 

3210 Michigan Ave., Suite 407 

Kansas City MO 64109-2055 

Phone: 816-861-6584 or Toll-free: 866-915-3548 

Cell: 816-204-5181 

E-mail: jcpalmer49@aol.com  

 

 

ELCA Lutheran Planned Giving is a service to ELCA congregations and 

individuals to help them plan for themselves, loved ones and the work of 

the Lord, by providing education and consultation in the area of steward-

ship of accumulated assets. 
 

All services are available without cost or obligation.  
 

ELCA congregations have permission to reproduce this insert for 

newsletters, bulletins or other congregational use. 
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What Is a Revocable Gift? 
 

What is the difference between a revocable and irrevocable planned gift?  To 
check your knowledge, try this little true‐false quiz and circle the correct letter. 
 

T  F  1.  A will is a good example of an irrevocable gift. 
T  F  2.  Naming ministry organization(s) as a contingency beneficiary on a 

life insurance policy represents a revocable gift. 
T  F  3.  A gift that can be taken back before it is completed is said to be 

revocable. 
T  F  4.  The IRS awards a charitable income tax deduction to both revocable 

and irrevocable gifts. 
T  F  5.  Irrevocable gifts are always wise arrangements for donors with 

meager assets. 
 

Answers 
The first statement is false because a person who intends to make a gift through 
his or her will can always revoke it before death. Once the person dies, how‐
ever, the gift is irreversible and thus irrevocable. 
 

The second statement is true for the same reason that the first one is false. As 
long as a donor can change his or her mind and alter the expected gift recipient, 
the gift is said to be revocable. This leads us to statement three, which of 
course, is true. 
 

Why would the IRS give a charitable tax deduction if a gift could be revoked? 
The gift that can qualify for some level of charitable deduction is the gift that 
cannot be undone. Thus, the fourth statement is false. 
 

Statement five is false in that such arrangements could be anything but wise. 
For example, a person with limited resources could suffer a health emergency 
and need money to cover expenses. Having needed assets locked away irrevoca‐
bly in a charitable trust or gift annuity could be disastrous. 

 
Application 
The important thing in making any planned gift to ministry – irrevocable 
or revocable – is to think through the various options and possible unex‐
pected events. This is one reason it is recommended that you visit with our 
ELCA regional gift planner, Joyce “JP” Palmer. She knows all about revocable 
and irrevocable gifts, current and deferred gifts and the planned giving vehi‐
cles that will meet your gift and life planning goals. 
 
“JP” cannot replace the competent advice of your lawyer or other professional 
advisory, but she can provide information and ask some key questions to help 
you think through your gift. Here is her contact information: 

Lutheran Planned Giving 
Arkansas-Oklahoma & Central States Synod 

July 2008 

Lutheran Planned Giving 
Joyce "JP" Palmer 

Director/ELCA Regional Gift Planner 

3210 Michigan Ave., Suite 407 

Kansas City MO 64109-2055 

Phone: 816-861-6584 or Toll-free: 866-915-3548 

Cell: 816-204-5181 

E-mail: jcpalmer49@aol.com  

 

 

ELCA Lutheran Planned Giving is a service to ELCA congregations and 

individuals to help them plan for themselves, loved ones and the work of 

the Lord, by providing education and consultation in the area of steward-

ship of accumulated assets. 
 

All services are available without cost or obligation.  
 

ELCA congregations have permission to reproduce this insert for 

newsletters, bulletins or other congregational use. 



A Great Deal of Resources! 
From the Church Resource Center 

 

Subscribe for the rest of the calendar year for only $25 

Or 

Subscribe for a full year (until July 1, 2009) for $65 

 

Either way, your subscription includes unlimited use of our resources, one-way post-
age (to you) on all shippable items, and personal assistance from our two part-time 
resource directors. 

 

CHURCH  ______________________________________________________________ 

EDUCATOR NAME _______________________________________________________ 

EMAIL _________________________________________________________________ 

(This email address will receive communications about education resources and programs.) 

 

Attach your check and mail to the Church Resource Center, 3210 Michigan Ave., 
3rd Floor,  Kansas City, MO  64109 

 

Questions?  Check out www.churchresourcecenter.org or call 816.923.5486 

 

Thank you for supporting the Church Resource Center. 
 

 



About the Church Resource Center 
 

 

What we do 
In 2008, we have added 38 books, 12 DVDs, and curriculum from sev-

eral major publishers 

We have over 2000 books and over 100 DVDs (also many VHS) 

Rev. Cynthia Schnaath and Malinda Spencer enjoy helping churches 
find what they need 

We are available for teacher training, consulting with your Christian 
education committee, suggesting resources for your education pro-
grams 

Since last year we have lent several hundred items to our clients 

We serve churches of all sizes 

 

 

How we do it 
Three denominations participate to provide staff, space, office equip-

ment, and postage 

Subscription dollars provide new resources 

If we don’t have what you’re looking for, we may be able to split the 
cost of a new resource with you.  Your church uses it first, then it 
goes into circulation 

 




