












7 

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN — May 2008 

Young people in ministry around the synod … 
Unity in Bel-Nor, Mo. is partnering with Living Christ and Bethel for a 
“Home Repairs” mission trip to Mt Vernon, Ill. in June. This Junior and 
Senior High Youth trip will include painting, building and repairing wheel 
chair ramps, porches, steps and fences, as well as weatherization pro-
jects. The three church group name is “Un-Be-Li” which means “represent 
the truth”. 
 
At Shepherd of the Hills in Bridgeton, Mo. proceeds from the sale of 
Fair Trade chocolate and coffee goes to support special confirmation and 
youth events. 
 
Youth at St. Andrew’s in Columbia, Mo. recently held a “Kid’s Night Out” 
event. This was a structured activity time (including make-your-own piz-
zas) for children through Fifth Grade. Free will donations help to support 
the summer youth programs. 
 
Youth at St. Mark’s in Emporia, Kan. offered a “Tax Day Taco Bar” for 
all the hungry taxpayers in their community. 
 
Cadres are how the Senior High Youth do Sunday School at Trinity in 
Lawrence, Kan. Small groups of no more than eight youth meet and 
study together. The groups are youth led. 

Time with God … 
A MONTHLY DEVOTION FOR SCHOOL-AGE 
CHILDREN BY REV. MIKE BROWN  

GIVING THANKS 
Read Mathew 7:9-11 

What is your favorite food: Pepperoni 
pizza, fried chicken, or even a good old 
fashioned peanut-butter and jelly sand-
wich? Though it’s fun to eat our favor-
ite meals, have you ever wondered 
why we have to thank God for food we 
don’t like? A dinner of cheeseburgers 
and French fries is one thing, but that 
unwanted serving of asparagus or 
Brussels sprouts is really something 
else! Why be thankful for something 
we dislike so much that even the pet 
dog turns his nose up on? 

When you think about it, a lot of things 
people give us may not seem to be 
good for us! Perhaps it’s that extra 
arithmetic homework or that last min-
ute essay on one of the presidents of 
the United States can bother us when 
we’d rather be outside playing with our 
friends? But not everything we want is 
good for us. I mean how many pieces 
of pizza or cheeseburgers can we eat 
before getting sick to our stomach? 

But it is also true that those who love 
and care for us, like good parents, 
would never give us any-thing that 
would hurt us. I never learned to like 
Brussels sprouts, but we can learn that 
when-ever somebody who cares for us 
gives us something that doesn’t seem 
good, we can still trust the love that 
offers to care for us. Jesus knew this 
when He talked about “every good and 
perfect gift is from above.” He knew 
that every good thing comes from 
God’s love for us and sometimes we 
can see that same love in the people 
who care for us! It makes us grateful! 

Rev. Mike Brown is a retired ELCA 
pastor living with his wife Kathy in the 
Central States Synod. 

Upcoming Children, Youth & Family events … 
Heifer International in Perryville, Ark. invites youth in sixth-twelfth grades and 
adults to an event called Global Gateway. Participants will learn about poverty 
and hunger at home and abroad as they face challenges of a resource-poor family. 
They will spend a night in one of several places; a bamboo Thai home, Zambian 
hut, Guatemalan house, urban slum or refugee tent. Participants will build prob-
lem-solving skills that impact the environment and world. The dates are May 17 
& 18. The cost is $48 per person. To learn more, visit www.heifer.org/ranch. 

The Global Mission Event will be held this summer at the University of Wis-
consin in LaCrosse the week of July 17-20. The theme is “God’s Work, Our 
Hands.” This is wonderful opportunity to see the world in a new way. There is 
childcare for children through age two. Children’s programming is available for 
kids ages three to ten. Youth ages eleven through eighteen have unique programs 
for their age groups as well. Visit www.elca.org/gme/gme2008 for information or 
to register. 

Hollis Renewal Center in Bonner Springs, Kan. will hold their annual Art Fair 
on Sunday, August 24 from noon to 5 pm. Participating artists provide a creative 
day where families can learn about nature, engage in art projects and experience 
all that Hollis has to offer. Contact Hollis at 913-441-0451 if you would like to 
participate as an artist, storyteller, youth band or other church group. 

Central States Synod Retreat for Youth and Family Leaders will be held 
January 8-9, 2009. Save the dates NOW for this Spirituality Retreat to be led by 
Wayne Huston. 

The annual ELCA Youth Ministry Network’s Extravaganza for Youth Workers 
will be held January 28 thru February 1, 2009 at the Sheraton in New Orleans. 
Check out information about theme and registration details at 
www.elcaymnet.org. 
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Social Security Column 
HELP YOUR MOM 
SAVE $3,600! 
BY MEGAN HIEDEMAN, SOCIAL SECURITY 
PUBLIC RELATIONS SPECIALIST AREA 2, KS 

People all over the country are helping 
their moms save as much as $3,600 per 
year on the cost of prescription drugs. 
You can too! 

We all know the high cost of medicine 
can be a burden on mothers who have 
limited income and resources. But there 
is extra help — available through Social 
Security — that could pay part of her 
monthly premiums, annual deductibles 
and prescription co-payments. The extra 
help could be worth up of $3,600 per 
year.  

To figure out whether your mother is 
eligible, Social Security needs to know 
her income and the value of her savings, 
investments and real estate (other than 
the home she lives in). To qualify for 
the extra help, she must be receiving 
Medicare and also have: 

� Income limited to $15,600 for an 
individual or $21,000 for a married cou-
ple living together. Even if her annual 
income is higher, she still may be able 
to get some help with monthly premi-
ums, annual deductibles and prescrip-
tion co-payments. Some examples 
where income may be higher include if 
she or her spouse: 
—Support other family members who 
live with them; 
—Have earnings from work; or 
—Live in Alaska or Hawaii; and 

� Resources limited to $11,990 for an 
individual or $23,970 for a married cou-
ple living together. Resources include 
such things as bank accounts, stocks and 
bonds. We do not count her house and 
car as resources. 

Social Security has an easy-to-use 
online application that you can help 
complete for your mom. You can find it 
at www.socialsecurity.gov. To apply by 
phone or have an application mailed to 
you, call Social Security at 1-800-772-
1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) and ask 
for the Application for Help with Medi-
care Prescription Drug Plan Costs 
(SSA-1020). Or go to the nearest Social 
Security office. 

(Continued on page 11) 

2008 Lutheran Men in Mission (LMM) events 
and activities 
BY NORM SMITH, LMM 

LMM’s Vision: ... for every man to have a growing relationship with Jesus 
Christ through an effective men’s ministry in every congregation. Current activi-
ties to carry out that vision include: 

Coming of Age 2008 Lutheran Men’s Gathering in Omaha  
The Coming of Age 2008 Lutheran Men’s Gathering will be held Aug. 1-3, 2008 
at the Qwest Center in Omaha, Neb. Men of all ages from all over North Amer-
ica will gather in Omaha under the same theme verse as the founders, “your old 
men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.” (Acts 2:17) Genera-
tions of men will come together in Jesus Christ where men will serve, play, learn, 
worship, encounter God – and each other – and we will grow! Bring your son, 
bring your friend and bring your dad – join us at this exciting event! There will 
be motivational speakers and entertainment at the gathering as well as inspira-
tional workshops and time to share your ministry stories.  

Detailed information, on-line registration and hotel information is on the ELCA-
LMM website at http://archive.elca.org/lmm/ or http://www.elca.org/lmm/
index.html. (The ELCA website is currently being updated so you may use either 
address and click on the link for LMM Gatherings.) If men from a church regis-
ter together there is a significant savings on the registration fees. In addition we 
have financial aid from Thrivent available for men bringing other men or if fi-
nancial assistance is needed. Contact Norm Smith at 913-706-0291 or normanls-
mith@earthlink.net if you are interested in attending and need financial aid. 

Men’s Retreats 
We have had moving responses from men who have attended the ‘One Year To 
Live’ retreats in the past year. The men that have attended are excited about their 
faith and want to share it with others. The ‘One Year to Live’ retreats are de-
signed to change men and their church culture. Through the retreats held in 2007, 
we have a leadership team to begin holding more retreats. We currently have two 
retreats planned in 2008 and anticipate more to be schedule in the next three 
months.  

The first scheduled retreat is planned in the Omaha area, at Carol Joy Holling 
Retreat Center, outside of Omaha, it is scheduled for Wednesday, July 30 - Fri-
day, August 1 and the second retreat will be held in the Denver, CO, area Sep-
tember 18-21. These retreats are only the beginning for a new and compelling 
men’s ministry in your congregation. The retreats are followed with resources to 
continue to help the men grow in their faith. We hope that enough Central States 
Synod men attend these two retreats that we will have a retreat leadership team 
for retreats in the CSS area later in 2008 and ‘09. 

If two or men from your congregation are interested in attending one of these 
retreats, please contact Norm Smith at normanlsmith@earthlink.net or 913-706-
0291 as soon as possible. 

Other LMM Activities 
LMM is currently assessing direction in developing training for leaders in men’s 
ministry and developing men’s ministry specialists within synods. For LMM to 
be successful in carrying out our vision it is mandatory that we have leaders who 
have a high level of spirituality and leadership capabilities in our synods and 
congregations. If you are interested in being a men’s ministry leader please con-
tact Norm Smith at normanlsmith@earthlink.net or 913-706-0291. 
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Central States Women’s news 
BY IRIS TURNBULL, PRESIDENT 

As president of the Central States Women of 
the ELCA I urge you to take a family vaca-
tion this summer in Springfield, Missouri at 
the Clarion Hotel, from July 25-27! 

Make your reservations now for a time of fellowship, learning, inspiration 
and fun! Come join the Central States Women of the ELCA at our July 
Convention. We need a delegate from each unit to enable us to conduct 
the business of this organization with all voices represented! Choose your 
delegates and get those forms turned in! 

On a special note, Joe Alan has been a musician 
since the age of 4 and has been performing profes-
sionally since he was 15, in the U.S. and abroad! 
His music covers classical, country, inspirational and 
more. He has worked in church ministry since the 
age of twelve and continues to this day. He will be 
part of the entertainment at our convention!  

Carla Standley, Vice-President, of the Central States 
W of the ELCA has been busy these past months, 
working with committees to get the details worked 
out for the 2008 convention. Her words follow as she 
asks, “Will I see you in Springfield, Missouri?” 

This years’ Central States Synod- Women of the ELCA convention will be 
held at the Clarion Hotel in Springfield, MO from Friday, July 25 - Sunday, 
July 27. I invite all women to attend to find out what a great and wonderful 
group such as ours can achieve in only a couple of days.  

Our convention offerings include the business portion of our meetings, 
time for devotions and church services, opportunities for service and 
learning, as well as just plain fun. We will be supporting the crisis center 
of the Ozarks, known as Isabel’s House with our in-kind gifts. We will 
have an outdoor service project at the Nature Center, an indoor project to 
work in baby bibs and small quilts, and an opportunity to gather goods 
from area stores for Isabel House. Workshops on anti-racism, our Com-
panion Synods Russia and Papua New Guinea, planned giving, altar 
flower arrangements, and a representative from Isabel House, as well as, 
a Presidents/Treasurers’ workshop and a workshop from our churchwide 
representative, Denise Smith from Alaska.  

No convention is complete without entertainment. Friday night we will 
hold our 2nd Annual Talent or Not Show. It is inspiring to see the many 
talented women volunteer to entertain us with their gifts. Saturday’s enter-
tainment following the banquet will be pianist Joe Allen.  

In order to raise funds for our Barbara Nelson Memorial Scholarship Fund 
we will once again hold a silent basket auction. Baskets of items are be-
ing collected from both the clusters and individual churches.  

I hope to see everyone in Springfield. For more information and forms, 
please check the synod website at www.css-elca.org and click the button 
at the left, “Women of the ELCA.” 

Heifer International 
offers summer 
opportunities 
Heifer International’s largest learning 
center, Heifer Ranch is located near 
Perryville, Arkansas and just 45 miles 
northwest of Little Rock. This exciting 
site offers experiential education op-
portunities that promote sustainable 
solutions to global hunger, poverty and 
environmental degradation. 

Tours of the Ranch are available for 
drop-in visitors in groups of 10 or less 
on Monday-Saturday from 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. Overnight programs and larger 
group tours require advance reserva-
tions thru the Ranch Events Office. 

Ranch staff will guide tourists through 
the Global Village, a unique 5-acre 
program area with housing found in 
parts of the world where Heifer pro-
jects are in place. Visitors will also go 
through barns and past pens and fields 
where many of the animals that Heifer 
uses around the world may be found, 
including camels and water buffalo. 

More than 28,000 visitors a year par-
ticipate in Heifer programs including 
two-hour tours (for pre-k thru adult), 
multi-day and weeklong experiences 
(for older children, youth and adults). 
Alternative spring break programming 
is also available. 

For more information about the Ranch, 
go to www.heifer.org/ranch or call the 
Ranch Events Office at 501-889-5124. 

Tours of the Heifer International Head-
quarters building in Little Rock are 
also available. This impressive build-
ing was chosen as an “Environment 
Top Ten Green Project” by the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects in 2007 and 
has been given the LEED (Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design) 
platinum level rating by the U.S. 
Green Building Council. Tours of the 
building are offered at 11 a.m. and 3 
p.m. on Monday through Friday at no 
cost and no reservations are necessary 
for groups of 12 or fewer. Larger 
groups should call for reservations two 
weeks ahead of the visit. To make res-
ervations or for further information, 
call 501-907-2863. 

Pianist, Joe Alan 
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Around the synod . . . 
Long-standing tradition continues to thrive 
BY BRENDA BERGGREN, BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH, LINDSBORG KS 

Even though Handel's Messiah and Bach's St. Matthew Passion are over for 
another year, these magnificent musical works which took place on Bethany 
College campus during Holy Week are still being sung and played in the 
minds of many of the participants. 
This rich tradition began on Easter Sunday, March 28, 1882, with the first performance of 
Messiah in Bethany Lutheran Church. The Director was Professor Joseph Osborn, of 
Augustana College, Rock Island, bringing with him the 13-piece orchestra. The organist 
for this first performance was Dr. Olof Olsson, first pastor of Bethany Church, and Presi-
dent of Augustana College at that time. Following that 1882 Easter Sunday performance, 
the choir and orchestra traveled to Salemsborg on March 29, Salina on the 30th, McPher-
son on the 31st, and to Freemount on April 3 to perform the Messiah. This tradition began 
as a dream of Dr. Carl Aaron Swensson and his wife, Alma. Dr. Swensson was the foun-
der and second President of Bethany College, and envisioned Handel's Messiah being 
done here in Lindsborg, Kansas, the center of rural America and the place many Swedish 
immigrants called home. Handel's Messiah has been performed every Holy Week since 
1882, with Bach's St. Matthew Passion being performed every Good Friday since 1929. 
Today, nearly 250 musicians participate in the Handel and Bach performances, many from 
Lindsborg while others travel from a distance.  
The staff and members of Bethany Lutheran Church are definitely carrying on the tradi-
tion which began in their church: 
• The Director of the Oratorio Society is Dr. Dan Mahraun, a member and Chancel 

Choir Director at Bethany Church. 
• The Organist for the Oratorio Society is Dr. Melody Turnquist Steed, a member and 

Director of the Alleluia Ringers and Jubilate Ringers at Bethany Church. 
• Seven additional staff members of Bethany Church participated by singing (including 

Pastor Loren Mai, PMA Kris Swanson, the Office Administrator, Bethany's Organist, 
the two Youth Directors, and the long-time Secretary), two Bethany staff members 
ushered; and 28 other Bethany Church members sang or were in the orchestra. POSITION OPEN 

CHAPLAIN: Lutheran Sunset Ministries, 
formerly Clifton Lutheran Sunset Minis-
tries, is inviting applications for a full time 
chaplain position. The chaplain will be 
responsible for campus wide chaplaincy 
services to residents in nursing care, as-
sisted living, retirement living and the su-
pervision of a part time chaplain. Qualifica-
tions include ELCA clergy or in fellowship 
with the ELCA, four quarters of CPE, 
chaplaincy experience preferred. Sunset is 
a 54 year old ELCA affiliated SMO and is 
in the process of completing a major build-
ing project. Applications and requests for 
information are invited through June with 
the hope of filling the position by Septem-
ber, 2008. Please send your resume and/
or requests to Rev. Cal Goerdel, Lutheran 
Sunset Ministries, P.O. Box 71, Clifton, TX 
76634; clsh-cal@htcomp.net; 254-675-
8637 Ext. 240. 

Hollis Crossings Day Camp  
Live Out Loud is the theme for Hollis 
Crossings Day Camp this summer. 
Hollis Renewal Center in Bonner 
Springs, Kan. is offering three weeks 
of Day Camp for area churches this 
summer. The weeks are June 9-13, 16-
20 and 23-27. 

Hollis Crossings is a unique Christian 
Day Camp program bringing urban 
and suburban youth together for a 
week of faith, fun and community 
building. Our goal is to help youth face 
issues of racial, economic and cultural 
diversity in a safe, Christian environ-
ment. Through making friends and 
hearing God’s mission for our lives we 
will all be able to Live Out Loud! 

Camp runs Mon. - Thurs. 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. and Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. There 
will be a Wednesday Night potluck 
dinner, campfire complete with roast-
ing marshmallows and silly songs. 

Each week of camp is open to every-
one. Campers need to have completed 
grades 1-6. Cost is $65 per camper. 
Don’t miss out on any of the fun! 

Contact the Hollis office with any 
questions at 913-441-0451 or visit 
www.holliscenter.org for registration 
information and other details. 

we do in youth and family ministry must tell the story of the God of love. We are grounded 
in the Word of God incarnate, which centers our faith on the love and grace of God as the 
initiating factor of our relationship with the Holy. Al that we do in youth and family ministry 
points towards Jesus Christ. 
 

We are grounded in Word and Sacraments, receiving the gifts and the promises which 
God gives freely to all of God’s people. And we are grounded (but not bounded by) our 
Lutheran traditions, which have historically framed our life together. 
 

Finally, we are grounded in the Great Commission, which calls us to reach beyond our-
selves to people in need to serve as witness to God’s love and which calls us to look be-
yond our traditions to reach to those we have never reached to before, sharing God’s love 
and including all in the inheritance and blessing that is the grace of God. 
 

To be grounded is to always ask ourselves the question: ’Is what we’re doing focused on 
forming faith in the God who creates, redeems and sustains His people?’ A ministry that is 
mature can look at what it does and boldly answer ‘yes!’ to this question.  

(Continued from page 6) 
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SYNOD CALENDAR 
 

May 
2  Early Registration Deadline for Synod Assembly 
2 Mission Budget Committee — HTC* 
2 Synod Council Executive Committee — HTC* 
5 Joint Staff Meeting with Kansas District, LCMS — Topeka 
6-8 First Call Gathering — Atchison KS 
8 Youth Committee — Hollis Renewal Center 
12  Staff Retreat — Hollis Renewal Center 
16-17 PMC Cluster — Hollis & Savior Pastoral Center, KCKS 
26 Memorial Day — Synod Office Closed 
 

June 
5  Synod Council Meeting — Renaissance Hotel Airport, STL 
5-8 Synod Assembly — Renaissance Hotel Airport, STL 
19-22 Augustana Heritage Conference — Bethany College 

 

 * Harold Thomas Center — Synod Office 

Parishes in the Call Process 
(a) intentional interim/interim 
(b) developing congregational profile 
(c) interview phase 
(d) call pending 
 
 

Area Ministry 2 
Hays, Trinity (a) 
Seeds of Faith Parish (c) 
Osborne, Faith (c) 
Stuttgart, Emmanuel (c) 
 

Area Ministry 3 
Mankato, Evangelical (b) 
McPherson, Trinity (a) 
Prairie Wind Parish (c) 
 

Area Ministry 4 
Greenleaf/Waterville Parish (b) 
 

Area Ministry 5 
Eureka, Christ (c) 
Hutchinson, Emanuel—associate (c) 
Wichita, Lord of Life (a) 
Wichita, Reformation (c) 
 

Area Ministry 6 
Bendena/Lancaster, St. John Parish (c) 
Rock Port, First (a) 
Upper Wolfe, Robinson & 
 Zion, Everest (a) 
 

Area Ministry 7 
Lawrence, Good Shepherd (c) 
Lenexa, Salem (a) 
Prairie Village, Faith (b) 
Raytown, Blue Ridge Trinity (a) 
 

Area Ministry 8 
Joplin, Peace (a) 
 

Area Ministry 9 
Cole Camp, St. Paul (a) 
 

Area Ministry 10 
Florissant, Atonement—associate for  
 pastoral care (c) 
Kirkwood, Trinity (a) 
St. Peter’s, Christ the King (b) 

To learn more about the Medicare pre-
scription drug plans and special enroll-
ment periods, visit www.medicare.gov 
or call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633
-4227; TTY 1-877-486-2048).  

So this Mother’s Day, help your mom 
save up to $3,600 a year on her pre-
scription drugs. Long after the candy 
and flowers are gone, the extra help 
through Social Security will keep on 
giving. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Praying for one another … 
Please include these in your congregational prayer petitions.  

MAY 4: Lutheran Church of the Atonement, Florissant MO; Lutheran 
Church of the Living Christ, Florissant MO; St. Paul, Galatia KS; St. 
Mark, Great Bend KS 

MAY 11: Coat of Many Colors, Garden City KS; Iglesia Luterana de la 
Resurrección, Garden City KS; St. Paul, Glasco KS; Emmanuel, Good-
land KS 

MAY 18: Trinity, Great Bend KS; Zion, Hanover KS; St. John, (Lanham) 
Hanover KS; Resurrection, Haysville KS 

MAY 25: Good Shepherd, Hazelwood MO; St. Paul, Herington KS; 
Peace, Hollister MO; Emanuel, Hutchinson KS 

Why haven’t you taken the HRA? 
HRA Myth #2:  
The health risk assessment is too complicated. 
 
Okay, a few of us aren’t all that familiar with computers and the 
Internet yet. Still, the Board of Pensions has made taking the 
Mayo Clinic Health Risk Assessment easy. You log on to Embody-
Health using your Quick Start guide (mailed to ELCA-primary plan 
members), follow the prompt to take the health risk assessment, 
and begin answering the questions. When you’re done, enter your 
contact information in the reward form, and presto, you’ve got 
$100 credited to your personal wellness account, or PWA. 
 
Learn more at www.elcabop.org. 
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My Will 
 

I have a will. Two months ago I couldn’t say that. It took the death of a 
close friend to wake me up. Now I’m wondering why I procrastinated so 
long. Let me tell you about my will… 
 
My will reflects my wishes. Instead of the courts appointing an executor 
(personal representative), my son will handle this and without bond. My 
will makes provisions for family members in a way State statutes would 
not do. My will establishes a trust to benefit my spouse and reduce estate 
taxes and it lets me disperse money to my children and grandchildren in 
an orderly and prolonged manner. My will identifies my congregation and 
other ministries to receive special bequests. In short, my will allocates my 
assets according to my desires. 
 
My will is legally valid. I went to an attorney who specializes in estate 
planning. She knew the right questions to ask and the best way to accom-
plish my goals. I was tempted to take a short cut and use one of those will 
documents you can get at a stationery store or computer software. I even 
thought of just sitting down and writing out my will on a piece of paper, a 
sort of “do-it-yourself” project. I’m sure glad I didn’t fall into that trap. After 
all, why do a will and then spend the rest of your life wondering if it is truly 
valid. 
 
My will is up to date. This is because I only recently created it and it re-
flects my current situation, however, life never stays the same. Within a 
few years, new estate laws may arise, heirs may develop different needs 
or the composition of my estate may change. As my attorney says, “An 
out-of-date will could be as harmful as having no will at all.” 
 
My will can be amended. It is not locked in concrete. I can change it 
easily, either by adding a codicil or by simply having it redrafted. The im-
portant thing is I now have a workable will in place. 

 
My will is safely stored. I have a copy of my will in my files at 
home, but I keep the original in a bank safety deposit box. I don’t 
want to lose this important document through fire or theft. I also 
made sure my personal representative knows how to find my will. 
 
My will provides peace of mind. For years, I lived with the nagging 
apprehension of what would happen if I died without a will. Those feel-
ings are gone. Now, I have a sense of well being about these matters, 
an inner calmness. It took a little time and effort and it cost a few dollars, 
but it was well worth it all. 
 
If you do not have a current, valid will or comprehensive living trust, you 
are urged to care for this important matter. Not only can such planning 
benefit your loved ones, you may want to remember your congregation 
and other ELCA ministries. If you would like information about wills and 
charitable bequests, contact: 

Lutheran Planned Giving 
Arkansas-Oklahoma & Central States Synod 

May 2008 

Lutheran Planned Giving 
Joyce "JP" Palmer 

Director/ELCA Regional Gift Planner 

3210 Michigan Ave., Suite 407 

Kansas City MO 64109-2055 

Phone: 816-861-6584 or Toll-free: 866-915-3548 

Cell: 816-204-5181 

E-mail: jcpalmer49@aol.com  

 

 

ELCA Lutheran Planned Giving is a service to ELCA congregations and 

individuals to help them plan for themselves, loved ones and the work of 

the Lord, by providing education and consultation in the area of steward-

ship of accumulated assets. 
 

All services are available without cost or obligation.  
 

ELCA congregations have permission to reproduce this insert for 

newsletters, bulletins or other congregational use. 



Vital Congregations: Just Communities 

An initiative of Central States Synod with  
Communities Creating Opportunity  

 

This training will explore the core teachings of congregation based community organizing and 
the Lutheran theology and traditions that inform it. The hoped for outcome is a deepening of 
leadership for public engagement and congregational leader development that is paralleled in 
the 20 other synods across the E.L.C.A. hosting similar trainings.  

 

Begins August 14th at 5pm with registration and ends at noon on Saturday the 16th.   

Total cost ranges from $50 to $180, which includes a combination of meals, registration and 
lodging.    

Retreat Location: Savior Pastoral Center 

12601 Parallel Ave 
Kansas City, KS 66109 
Phone: (913) 721-1097  

Presbyterians, United Methodists and Episcopalians are invited to join with us as we explore 
intentional listening, self-interest, power and going public. Join us for deep faith reflection and 
community organizing training as we build relationships and go forth as a missional synod.  
Share your interests or questions with Rev. Cynthia Schnaath (816) 861-6584 or Eva Schulte, 
Diaconal Minister (816) 444-5585.  Limited scholarships are available when needed and 
detailed brochures are available upon request.   

Save the Date!   August 14-16 




